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few miles from the epicentre.1 We may therefore
conclude that slight after-shocks originated nearer
the surface than strong ones, that the mean depth of
the foci decreased with the lapse of time, and that
the axes of the systems of curves in Fig. 58 mark out
approximately the lines of the growing faults. The
separation of the two westerly groups of curves
appears to show that the main branch of the meizo-
seismal area is connected with a fault roughly parallel
to that traced by Professor Koto, but of which no
scarp (if it existed) could be readily distinguished
among the superficial fissures produced by the great
shock.

EFFECT   OF   THE   EARTHQUAKE   ON   THE   SEISMIC
ACTIVITY  OF THE  ADJOINING DISTRICTS.

So great and sudden a displacement as occurred
along the fault-scarp could hardly take place without
affecting the stability of adjoining regions of the
earth's crust, and we should naturally expect to find
a distinct change in their seismic activity shortly
after October 28th. In Fig. 59 two such regions are
shown, bounded by the straight dotted lines. The
district in which the principal earthquake and its
after-shocks originated is enclosed within the undu-
lating dotted lines. The continuous lines inside all
three districts are the curves corresponding to 10 and
5 epicentres for the years 1885-92. Not far from
the axes of the outer groups of curves there are

1 Of the Japanese earthquakes of 1885-92 originating beneath the
land, twenty-six per cent, were accompanied by a recorded sound; but
less than one per cent, of those originating beneath the sea and not
more than ten miles from the coast.
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